Contents

Shane Rudman Introduction: Fighting Back! .................. 11
Can I Ask You a Question?. . ... 15
Why YouNeed toKnow ... 17
Credit Bureaus: Your Entire Financial Life in One Report ... ... 21
Banks & Banking: What to Do — What to Avoid............... 36

Your Credit Score: A Wrong Number Can Cost Youa Lot. .. ... 49

Vehicle Financing: Choosing Some Shiny Metal

Over Debt Freedom........................ 89
Credit Cards: Charge Today — Pay Whenever................. 103
If You're Hispanic or African American ...................... 132
Dealing With a Collection Agency.................cooiii... 142
Mortgages: Please Don’t Owe Until Death Do You Part ... . ... 155
Identity Theft: You Don’t Need to Be the Next Victim. ... .... 181
If Youre 17-21yearsold ................. ... ... .. ... ...... 194
Graduate as a Millionaire ...................... oo 197
Relationships & Money: Before, During, and After ........... 199
Can You Afford to be a Stay At Home Parent?................ 204
Today’s Problem Becomes Tomorrow’s Nightmare............. 206
Getting From Today to Debt Freedom ........................ 210



